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The 1958 Sino-Soviet Solar Eclipse Expedition in Hainan
and the Beginning of Radio Astronomy in China

CHU Shanshan
( School of Humanities University of Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100049  China)

Abstract The Sino-Soviet joint observation of the 1958 solar eclipse in Hainan presented a u—
nique opportunity for China to launch its own program on radio astronomy. Led by Soviet scientists
the expedition focused on the solar radio observation and the study of the mechanism of solar radio e—
mission. A team of Chinese scientists were selected and trained to participate in and assist the obser—
vation work. After the expedition aiming at building its own radio astronomy program China bor—
rowed two radio telescopes working on centimeter wavelengths from the Soviet team and started to
make radio telescopes by imitation and to train young scientists recruited from various universities.
By investigating the origins of this joint expedition and Chinese scientists” preparations for it the
training of the young scientists for radio astronomy and the imitative work on radio telescope technol—-
ogy in Beijing Observatory this article revealed how this Sino-Soviet joint observation had paved the
way for the beginnings of radio astronomy in China.

Keywords The 1958 solar eclipse expedition in Hainan radio astronomy in China Sino-Sovi—

et cooperation Beijing Observatory



